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PARKS & OPEN SPACE 
VARIED LANDSCAPE

Parks and open spaces are vital to community livability and Perry County 
a broad network of park spaces that are treasured by the communities 
they are located within. The best parks are more than just large open areas 
with recreation facilities. Successful parks offer a variety of activities and 
experiences that appeal to a broad group of people; they are beautiful-and 
varied-landscapes, and they play an important role in establishing 
community character. All of the parks in Perry County have “good bones” 
and are strong amenities as they currently exist. As park spaces are 
enhanced and amenities added or replaced, there are some simple recom-
mendations that can be followed to maximize any investment made. These 
are outlined on these pages. Specific recommendations as they relate to 
each community are included in the individual community reports. 

Beneficial and Varied Landscapes: Incorporate varied landscapes as 
opposed to just mowed lawn.

There is often a tendency to regularly mow most of park grounds. While in 
some cases this may be necessary because of the park size and program 
elements, more often than not it is unnecessary. Varying the landscape can 
offer environmental and maintenance benefits while enhancing the user 
experience.

Actions
Limited Mow Areas: Consider allowing the grass in some areas to grow 
taller by mowing only once or twice a year. This is particularly appropriate 
as transitions to woodlands, on steep slopes, or between park areas to 
differentiate between different uses. The once/twice annual mowing keeps 
woody growth in check. Informal pathways can be “mowed” through these 
areas. The important thing is to have maintained edges along pathways, 
roadways and other edges so the limited mowing appears intentional rather 
than as a function of neglect. 

Meadows: As an alternative to the above, meadows can be planted to vary 
the plant material and improve the habitat for pollinating insects and birds. 
These provide educational and interpretive opportunities as well as visual 
interest. Meadows are also mowed once a year to manage woody growth.
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PARKS & OPEN SPACE 
OUTDOOR ROOMS

Outdoor Rooms: Subdivide large park spaces into smaller “rooms” based on 
the different use areas. 

A monolithic open space that includes recreation fields, parking areas, 
play areas, etc. without any boundaries or transitions between uses can 
be monotonous. By creating a series of distinct spaces, user experience is 
improved as there are clear and logical spaces for certain uses and moving 
from one space to another is more interesting. 
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The Right Tree in the Right Place-Use the appropriate tree in the appropriate location. Trees have different sizes, forms and 
attributes. In parks and along streets, emphasize the use of canopy trees that maximize the amount of shade coverage while 
allowing views into and out of the spaces (and to storefronts) beneath the canopies . Use flowering and ornamental trees 
as under-story planting along woodland edges and as part of focal point planting in gardens or as an accent. Avoid using 
under-story trees where their low canopies block important views. 

Actions
Tree Planting- Be strategic about tree planting and locate 
trees in a way that defines spaces and creates a transition (or 
barrier) from one space to another. Trees locations can also be 
coordinated with meadows and limited mow areas. 

Road Frontage-For long park frontages along roadways, locate 
trees along the road (as a formal row or in natural groupings) 
to demarcate the park space and provide a foreground for 
those who only experience the park from driving by.
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PARKS & OPEN SPACE 
EDGES & CENTERS

Edges and Centers: Take advantage of park edges and avoid “filling” park spaces.

There is often the tendency to put a park element (tree, playground, pavilion, etc.) 
smack in the middle of an open space. Not only does this reduce the flexibility for 
how this open space is used, the elements often feel “detached” from other park 
elements. Locating park elements along woodland edges or at the edge of the 
space can create a much more pleasant environment.

Actions
Element Locations-Protect the integrity of open spaces by locating structures near 
their edges rather than in the center. 

Edge Creation-Where edges aren’t obvious, use tree plantings to create edges. For 
example, groupings of shade trees around the backstop area of a ball field help 
visually anchor the fencing into the landscape while providing shade for spectators 
and those waiting to play. 


