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TRAILS, TOURISM, & OUTDOOR RECREATION STRATEGIES 
PERRY COUNTY

Perry County’s natural resources not only provide natural beauty and an 
idyllic setting, it is also fertile ground for outdoor recreation and agrotourism. 
From the blueways of the Susquehanna and the Juniata River to the 
greenways of the Appalachian Trail and Cove Mountain Preserve, Perry 
County offers its residents and visitors endless outdoor adventure including 
hiking, biking, fishing, birding and scenic driving.  Ecotourism is on the rise 
globally with many tourists seeking to combine outdoor recreation with 
visits to authentic destinations that reflect the personality of their geography. 
However, the existing outdoor recreation inventory is not organized.  For 
someone visiting from outside the county or even residents inside Perry 
County, it is not easy to understand or access those existing opportunities. A 
combination of short-term, low-cost initiatives combined with longer-term 
investments can help make Perry County a more dynamic destination for 
visitors and increase value for residents. 

 

Create a training program for recreation docents to build awareness and 
provide information and access.  Educating volunteers will expand the 
number of people “in the know” who can direct both residents and visitors 
to resources.  Docents can in turn give information to small businesses 
including those selling recreational gear.  Perry Countians are already 
engaged with outdoor recreation and many are knowledgeable.  Creating 
a docent program formalizes the information and gives structure to what is 
happening organically.

Create an asset map and inventory of recreation and agritourism 
destinations – A natural outcome of the training program will be a 
consolidation and listing of the current inventory and potential inventory.  
The inventory map can either be produced as printed material or to be used 
in an electronic format.  An electronic format allows for continual updates 
when trails may be seasonally closed or new sections come online. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Build Itineraries for visitors and local groups – Developing simple things 
like, “A Day in Newport” or “Saturday in PC” or “Hike, Bike, Paddle and Dinner” 
will connect visitors and residents with local businesses.  These can be made 
available to outfitters as well as on the HomeTown website.  Structured 
itineraries help prevent the visitor coming for a day of paddling or hiking and 
then departing before engaging with local businesses.

Target recreation and agrotourism-based businesses – In the market 
research conducted during the community engagement planning phase, a 
number of businesses were mentioned that would be supported by market 
demand.  These businesses include but are not limited to farm-to-table 
dining, outfitters, bike shop, professional adventure guides and breweries.  
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TRAILS, TOURISM, & OUTDOOR RECREATION STRATEGIES 
TRAILS

RECOMMENDATION
Trails incorporates mountain hikes and formalized park walks 
like David’s walk in the Lion’s Club Park in Marysville.  Some 
boroughs like Marysville are already engaged in connecting 
their neighborhoods to outdoor recreation.  There are many 
strategies that can further these efforts with either physical 
connections or by mapping the opportunities in a way that is 
easy to navigate multiple sites and businesses. 

Consider new, unique events for outdoor enthusiasts 
– Building on the popularity of the Appalachian Trail Day, 
other rivercentric or trail connectivity events are a great way 
to showcase the inventory.  “Mudder races” which involve 
mountain biking and running, triathlons that substitute 
paddling for swimming or poker runs with motorized or 
non-motorized transportation are examples of opportunities to 
involve multiple sites and boroughs.

Host outside adventure groups and influencers to experience 
regional offerings and cross promote.  Utilizing existing groups 
in Perry County, such as the loose network of Appalachian 
trail volunteers and the countywide trail enthusiast group, 
invite similar organizations from Harrisburg or other regional 
municipalities to join meetings or create mini special events.  
Penn State likely has an abundance of clubs and organizations 
that would consider hosting events in Perry County with 
assistance in organization. 

Coordinate efforts to develop and promote non-traditional 
lodging appealing to outdoor enthusiast such as short-term 
rentals, camping, and mobile or seasonal lodging.  One of the 
limits in Perry County is the lack of overnight lodging.  The 
use of semi-permanent glamping sites like yurts or tents on 
platforms present a way to expedite the process with limited 
time and fiscal investment.  This could be one way to activate 
the festival grounds in Blain and Duncannon once more 
infrastructure is available.
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TRAILS, TOURISM, & OUTDOOR RECREATION STRATEGIES 
BLUEWAYS

RECOMMENDATION
The Susquehanna River and its tributary the Juniata 
create a natural blueway through Eastern Perry County. 
Both rivers provide a venue for fishing, paddling, 
rafting, wildlife watching, and birding.  With already 
existing access points, a Blueway from Millerstown 
through Newport to Duncannon to Marysville is in 
place and ripe for improvements.  Once deployed the 
wayfinding system will direct visitors and residents to 
access points. 

Improve access points to the river-  Improved access 
points which allow for adequate parking, offer lighting 
for the early morning fisherman, restrooms and create 
space for viewing the river.  There are few points 
along the river which enable access so it is critical to 
maximize the existing ones. 

Expand access points to the river – There is an access 
point in New Buffalo that can only be safely used by 
experienced residents.  There may be an opportunity 
to work with private landowners and the PaDOT to 
make that and others more universal landings. 

Identify and work with outfitters or other interested 
entrepreneurs to create shuttles, provide equipment 
rentals, and provide guide services. Partnering with 
businesses in boroughs where parking is plentiful 
would also create connection to businesses. 

Explore creating rivercentric events – Both rivers 
could host a river race series for paddleboards, canoes, 
and kayaks.  Get Out and Fish is a national grant 
program for community fishing days.  Regional and 
national fishing and paddling manufactures and 
retailers could also host demonstration days on either 
river. 
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TRAILS, TOURISM, & OUTDOOR RECREATION STRATEGIES 
AGRITOURISM

RECOMMENDATION

The farm-to-table movement has made everyone more curious about food production.  
Agriculture focused areas, like western Perry County, can take advantage of this trend 
by creating farm tours, field mazes and food-specific festivals.  The new generation of 
farmers and ranchers are embracing these strategies as a way to diversify their annual 
income. There is a need to be cautious while promoting agritourism in western Perry 
County to avoid repeating over-promotion that drove many residents from Lancaster, 
PA to Perry County. 

Curate interactive experiences - There are a multitude of both core and peripheral 
activities and experiences that can be developed that expand opportunities for 
revenue generation and make farms more economically resilient. These include direct 
sales of products sold both on (farm stands, U-pick, tasting rooms) and off the farm 
(farmers markets, CSAs, ag fairs.

Link experiences to outdoor recreation - Outdoor recreation can be connected 
directly to agriculture via farm tours, farm-to-table meals, overnight farm stays, ag 
festivals on farms, corn mazes. Organized bike tours are popular ways to more directly 
experience a region and its culture.

Encourage farms to join HarvestHosts, Hicamp or other membership camping 
site – Hicamp and HarvestHosts are two of the online membership sites that provide 
agritourism experiences by connecting campers and RVers to farms, breweries or 
wineries.  

Denver Downs Farm, Anderson South Carolina

Temple Hall Farm Regional Park, Leesburg Virginia
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TRAILS, TOURISM, & OUTDOOR RECREATION STRATEGIES 
RAILWAYS

RECOMMENDATION
In this modern age of communication and information 
at the speed of light, many travelers crave an opportunity 
for a slower pace.  There has been a resurgent interest in 
train travel and train history.   Luxury overnight and day 
train travel have been reintroduced in Colorado, New 
Orleans and other venues across the United States. The 
Rockville Bridge in Marysville is the longest masonry 
arch railroad viaduct in the world.  It is a natural focal 
point for railroad enthusiasts.   Railways are one of many 
niches tourism   interests.     With some businesses 
already engaged with railroad enthusiasts there is an 
opportunity to create itineraries that link the Rockville 
Bridge experience with the Blain Depot Museum and 
businesses along the way.  


