
Minutes of Board Meeting 
April 14, 2022 

Perry County Economic Development Authority 
Perry County Business and Tourism Center 

New Bloomfield, PA. 
 
 
Attendees: Rich Pluta, Brenda Watson, John Gerner, Marti Roberts, Russ Hoover, Frank 
Campbell, Kevin Fitzpatrick, Duane Hertzler, Patti McLaughlin 
Virtual participants: None 
Staff:  None 
Absent: None 
Excused: none 
Visitors:  Jason Finnerty, David Misner, Dee Anderson 
 
Call to Order: 
The March 2022 PCEDA Board Meeting was called to order by Chair Marti Roberts at 8:33 AM.   
 
Public Comment:   
Jason Finnerty, the County Planner, reported as follows: 
• 25 land development plans have been submitted so far in 2022, which is 19 less than at this 

time last year.  Since one of the plans is for Phase 4 of Rockville Estates in Marysville, the 
total number of lots up for approval is 42 ahead of this time last year.  The Planning 
Commission anticipates an additional 36 lots will be included in plans under development at 
this time.  

• Blue Bunny LLC the title of a land development plan for a dental office proposed by Dr. 
McMillen in Millerstown. 

• The plans for expansion of Blain Supply facilities continue to be advanced.  A potential 
encroachment on the Blain-Germantown RR property currently owned by the Lions Club is 
under review. 

• County land use mapping is being updated for inclusion in the new Comprehensive Plan.  
Some attention will be given to highlighting the numerous unincorporated villages in the 
county. 

• Mr. Finnerty said that he had no new information on a zoning ordinance change for a  
  



• property in the Amity Hall area of Watts Township that is being considered by that 
township’s Planning Commission.  That change would raise the allowable building height 
from 34’ to 60’ to allow for the building of warehouses on the property.   

• The County Planning Commission is currently reviewing CDBG requests for park 
improvements in Newport and Bloomfield Boroughs. 

• Sidewalk requirements for some areas in Howe Township are being considered. 
• Bloomfield Borough is considering a comprehensive review of its Zoning Ordinance with an 

eye toward tighter density requirements, the treatment of currently non-conforming uses, and 
the like.  A public hearing is slated for June 2nd. 

 
Secretary’s Report:  
John Gerner presented minutes of the PCEDA meeting on March 10, 2022, which had been 
distributed to all board members in advance of today’s meeting.  Kevin Fitzpatrick proposed a 
motion to accept the minutes and Frank Campbell seconded the motion.  There was no 
discussion, and the motion was approved by a voice vote without dissent.   
 
Treasurer’s Report:   
Patti McLaughlin presented the Financial Report for the period ending March 31, 2022, prepared 
by Robert Morris & Co., which was distributed to all board members in advance of today’s 
meeting.  Ms. McLaughlin advised that the report reflects normal monthly expenses, payroll, and 
the payment for the Downtown Diva software revisions.   Duane Hertzler proposed a motion to 
accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented, and Kevin Fitzpatrick seconded the motion.  The 
motion was approved by a voice vote without dissent.  Ms. McLaughlin went on to advise that 
the one Orrstown Bank account has been closed. 
 
Chair Report: 
Marti Roberts introduced the two visitors at the meeting - Ms. Dee Anderson, a multi-state 
commercial real estate agent living in the Newport area, and Mr. David Misner, a public relations 
professional working for PA American Water and who lives in Marysville.  Ms. Anderson and 
Mr. Misner provided brief summaries of their professional and person backgrounds.  The board 
approved a motion last month to recommend to the County Commissioners the appointment of 
Ms. Anderson to the PCEDA Board.  Patti McLaughlin proposed a motion to recommend to the 
County Commissioners the appointment of Mr. Misner to the PCEDA Board.  Kevin Fitzpatrick 
seconded the motion, and it was approved by a voice vote without dissent. Current board 
members provided brief self-introductions for the benefit of Ms. Anderson and Mr. Misner. 
 
Marti Roberts went on to reported as follows: 
• A team from the board had interviewed a highly qualified candidate for the Coordinator 

position out of Scranton and based on the results of that interview and others, extended an 
offer to that person.  Our offer was subsequently turned down due to issues with housing and 
health insurance assistance.  A number of new candidates have been interviewed and the 
results of those interviews presented to the board.  It was agreed that the results of that 
discussion would be reviewed with Michelle Jones when she returns to the office and a 
decision will be made on a potential offer of employment at that time.  Kevin Fitzpatrick 
talked about the availability of various personality testing methods and volunteered to 
administer a test if it was deemed appropriate. 



• John Gerner summarized the discussion of the proposed Way Finding Sign program at a 
recent meeting with Tripp Muldrow and Shawn Terpack.  The two were in town to conduct 
site visits to each borough to identify signing opportunities (sign location and attraction).  
Based on the results of their survey, Muldrow & Associates will provide a first cut at a 
comprehensive signing program.  It was recognized that current level of funding will be 
insufficient to fully implement their recommendations, but they will provide “first step” 
recommendations.     

• Ms. Roberts said she is still waiting for a revised cost proposal from the engineering firm for 
the design work and the preparation of a bid package for the proposed new events facility at 
the county fairgrounds.    

 
Staff Reports:  
Written report provided and attached to these minutes. 
 
Old Business: 
None 

 
New Business/Information: 
Kevin Fitzpatrick advised that he has been asked to request a letter of support for financing for a 
kosher meat processing facility in Center County.  The 7K square foot facility would not involve 
the slaughtering of animals, just the processing of the meat.  It was concluded that PCEDA 
would need more information on the proposal before it could author such a letter. 

Mr. Fitzpatrick advised that Talmudic University will be investing up to $1 million in 
infrastructure improvements to their campus in New Bloomfield.  This will include water system 
improvements that will benefit the rest of the community.  While only a skeleton staff has been 
on site over the winter, they are anticipating around 150 students will be housed on campus over 
the summer. 

Adjourn: 
Patti McLaughlin proposed a motion to adjourn the meeting, Rich Pluta seconded the motion, 
and it was approved by a voice vote without dissent at 10:04 AM. 
  



Staff Report/News  

 

 

Attended borough council meetings: we have 8/9 of the borough resolutions adopted and ready. 
Duncannon is the last and I’ll be at that meeting on 4/19. 

Christie had a few community meetings scheduled for the second round. I have postponed these to 
May, as I really don’t have content that warrants another meeting until we have a new Main Street 
Coordinator.  

I met with Kyle at PA Downtown Center to discuss our application. He feels we’re about 90% ready. He’s 
very concerned about our lack of defined areas/mapping. I am rewriting parts of the application to make 
it clear that we’re applying for the catch-all category of “Keystone Community” – that exists for 
programs that incorporate elements of both Main and Elm street programs and don’t clearly fit one of 
those categories (which is us…) Once I have all the resolutions and the resume of a new Main Street 
coordinator, I’ll proceed with asking for a formal review of our application.  

I’ve been busy with outreach for the Engage program. Our intern, Brook, has been scheduling visits for 
me. I have completed five interviews and have one more scheduled. There will be 3 more to complete 
before the end of the fiscal year. ($6700 left in the grant) 

Met with the superintendents (and Jason Finnerty, Brenda Watson and Marti Roberts) to discuss items 
they might want to add to the comprehensive plan. We offered to do a workshop with their school 
boards about the work we’re doing, the efforts of the career coordinators and the importance of the 
schools being involved in the larger planning efforts in the county. I’m working with the schools to 
determine when that will work best. 

We’ve been interviewing candidates for the Main Street Coordinator. We have a very promising 
candidate – her name is Miranda Pace. You can find her resume in Dropbox. We’ve offered her the job 
and she’s very interested. However, she will have to relocate here from Scranton. It’s a tough market 
right now to find rentals in Perry County. I’ve connected her to every resource I know, including Morgan. 
She’s planning to let us know by weeks end if she thinks it will be feasible for her to move here. 

The CEDS (Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy) planning is still underway. It was being 
coordinated by Shaun Donovan at CREDC, but he is no longer working there. I’m not sure who will be in 
charge of it now. Shaun and I had a meeting this month to discuss Perry County’s inclusion in the South 
Central CEDS plan. He assured me that the federal EDA understands that Perry is a unique case bc we’re 
part of the Harrisburg-Carlisle metropolitan statistical area AND we’re part of the Appalachian Rural 
Commission area (which is why we’re in the SEDA-COG CEDS plan).  

Tripp and his partner Shawn Terpack were here April 4/5 to survey the county for the start of the 
Wayfinding project. We met with them Monday as they were heading out and they explained how 
wayfinding works and what they were looking for. I’m looking forward to their first report back.  

 

 



 

I met with the woman who programed the Downtown software (Downtown Diva) we’ll be using and 
started the process of learning the program. I’m very impressed. I have not taken more time to watch 
the tutorials, but even with the cursory business and commercial property data that was imported, it is 
going to be very useful in our project.  

Participated in discussions with two new board members, both of whom will be a great addition to our 
board.  

Attended PREP meeting 

Discussions re broadband options with Brenda 

 

 

 


