
Minutes of Board Meeting 
July 14, 2022 

Perry County Economic Development Authority 
Perry County Business and Tourism Center 

New Bloomfield, PA. 
 
 
Attendees: Rich Pluta, Marti Roberts, Russ Hoover, Frank Campbell, Duane Hertzler, Dee 
Anderson, Patti McLaughlin, Kevin Fitzpatrick, David Misner 
Virtual participants: David Misner 
Staff:  Michelle Jones, Kyleigh Spidle 
Absent: None 
Excused: Brenda Watson, John Gerner 
Visitors:  Jason Finnerty 
 
Call to Order: 
The May 2022 PCEDA Board Meeting was called to order by Chair Marti Roberts at 8:30 AM.  
 
Public Comment:   
Jason Finnerty, the County Planner, reported as follows: 
• The county has received 43 applications for subdivision and land development plan 

approvals.  The Planning Commission just got an industrial land development plan 
application for a pallet plant south on PA34 near the border between Carrol and Center 
townships.  The plan includes over 20 parking spaces.  Subdivision plan now are mostly for 
single unit developments.   

• The Planning Commission received another proposed ordinance governing the installation of 
solar panels/arrays.   Mr. Finnerty said he recommends pausing the current efforts to control 
these installations and think about this more strategically.  Solar providers seem to be 
focusing on townships that have zoning – so townships are being reactive and trying to get in 
on the action.  Mr. Finnerty said he recommends getting the Farm Bureau and Conservation 
District’s opinions about the compatibility of solar production and farming.  We are 
operating at a deficit in terms of power production/use in the region since TMI was 
decommissioned.  Duane Hertzler asked about putting solar on roof tops.  Mr. Finnerty said 
that they are generally not built to hold that weight.  Jason expects to see much more about 
this coming in the future.  Rich Pluta asked if there are ordinances on electric charging 
stations.  Mr. Finnerty said he recommends they be included in new land development 
proposals.  There are discussions about this, but he is uncertain if there are any municipalities 
that require them currently.  

• Russ Hoover asked if there is any movement on improving recycling options/opportunities.  
Mr. Finnerty said that the Conservation District is in charge of this.  Cocolamus bid on this 
service, but isn’t being very reliable at this point.  

• Mr. Finnerty advised that municipalities have until September 30th  to decide if they will be a 
part of the comp plan update and add their projects into the mix.  Commissioners have been 
very supportive of the effort.  If the municipalities decide not to participate, they will not 



have access to the services of the county’s grant writer. So far, only New Bloomfield and 
Jackson Township have agreed.  Mr. Finnerty suggested that PCEDA board to talk to their 
municipalities and encourage them to become a part of the plan. 

Secretary’s Report:  
Russ Hoover presented minutes of the PCEDA meeting on June 9, 2022, which had been 
distributed to all board members in advance of today’s meeting.  Rich Pluta proposed a motion to 
accept the minutes and Duane Hertzler seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by a 
voice vote without dissent.   
 
Treasurer’s Report:   
Patti McLaughlin presented the Financial Report for the period ending June 30, 2022, prepared 
by Robert Morris & Co., which was distributed to all board members in advance of today’s 
meeting. Ms. McLaughlin advised that the report reflects normal monthly expenses and payroll. 
Kevin Fitzpatrick proposed a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented, and Russ 
Hoover seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by a voice vote without dissent.  
 
Ms. McLaughlin advised that there were two bills requiring board action:  The first bill in the 
amount of $7850 is from our Design Guidelines consultant Mahan Rykiel & Associates for the 
first half of the design guide contract.  Russ Hoover proposed motion to authorize payment of 
this invoice and Kevin Fitzpatrick seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by a voice 
vote without dissent.  The second invoice in the amount of $19,200 was an amended contract 
from our marketing consultant Pearl Jade for the development and presentation of marketing 
training for local businesses and 16 individual consultations.  David Misner asked if we could 
negotiate a better rate.  Michelle Jones described how the project would work.  Patti McLaughlin 
suggested that we could get a finders or referral fee for anything above the $1000 credit.  Rich 
Pluta asked if there is a concern that we will get a “bad fit” with this consultant? Russ Hoover 
proposed a motion to approve the contract and pay the invoice as submitted, Dee Anderson 
seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by a voice vote without dissent. 

Chair Report: 
Marti Roberts reported that didn’t have much to cover--wants to move into other reports and 
presentation.  
 

Staff Reports:  
 
Michelle Jones provided a written report that was included with the meeting materials sent out in 
advance of the meeting and attached to these minutes. In addition, she highlighted the following 
items: 
• Discussion about Design Guidelines draft. Rich moved to approve guide, Kevin seconded. 

Motion carried.  
• Russ moved to continue using Iris as contractor in fall. Duane seconded. Motion carried.  
• Presentation from Muldrow/Shawn on Wayfinding. 

 



Kyleigh Spidle provided a written report on her activities during the past month and a copy is 
attached to these minutes.  Kyleigh updated on borough meetings and scheduled inventories. 
 
 

Old Business: 

None 

New Business/Announcements: None 

Adjourn: 
Kevin Fitzpatrick proposed a motion to adjourn the meeting, Dee Anderson seconded the 
motion, and it was approved by a voice vote without dissent. 
 


